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NOT WALLS

Churches and walls

Many walls block peace for lsrael and Palestine: walls of
violence; of ocoupation; of political corruption and lack of will;
of ignorance, mistrust, and fear of the "other.™ Christians
beliewe both that the gospel breaks down the dividing walls of
hostility among people (Eph 2) and that God calls w to work
actively for reconciliation in the world (2 Cor 5),

Lutherans in the Holy Land carry out their ministries in the midst
of such walls a5 economic deprivation, internal dissension, and
lsraeli occupation-walls that increasingly divide and dispossess
the people, In Bethlehem Lutherans serve their community sur-
rounded by a concrete wall 30 feet tall,

stand In
the way

"Wwe, believers from three religions, have been ploced in this
land, Jews, Christions and Muslims. ft is our responsibility to find
the right way to live together in peace rather thon to fight and
kill one other. Polestinians yearn for the end to occupation and
for what they see as their inalienable rights. Isroelis long for the
day when they can live in persongl ond national secwrily
Together we must find ways of reaching these goals.

Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy Land,
“The Voice of the Holy Land, " Movember 2007
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Together with owr ecumenical and inter-
faith partners we must advocate an end to
the factors that wndermine the “two-
state™ solution advocated by the United
States government and many other nations
in the guest for an independent, viable Pal-
estinian state ewisting alongside a secure
State of lsrael at peace with its Arab neigh-
bars, We need to speak out against contin-
ued wiolence and te  call for a
comprebensive ceasefire, a3 well as for an
end bo construction of the separation
barrier and expansion of illegal outposts
and settlements on Palestinian land.

~ You can help
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Stand for Justice in the Holy Land

Here are some things you and your congregation can do to join

the Peace Mot Walls campaign.

¥isit the Holy Land and build relatonships
with Christian brothers and sisters, rasdi
Jews, and Palestinian Muslims, Learn about
the situation in krasl and Palestine and the
ministries of the ELCIHL from others whio

have visited. Find travel information, includ-

ing the travel guide ™Wisiting the Holy Land, "
at wiww elca. org/ peocenatwalls/ acoompany
travel. htmi.

Provide learning opportunities in Sunday
school, and for adwlt and youth groups. Plan
o attend an ELCA Global Mission Event

(v elca.org/gme). Take part in the
Churches for Middle East Peace Advocacy
Conference [www.cmep.org).

Resources and Information

Go to wew. elon.org/ peacenotwalls or call
B00.638.3522 ext G4b6. For advocacy assis-
tance, call 202.783.7507.

RESTRICTIONS SURROUNDING URBAN

Join others in the ELCA and around the
world in prayer that peace with justice
will flourish in the Holy Land. Sign up
for the prayer vigil and pray in your
congregation, circle, family, or commu-
nity—that walls of fear and concrete
will come down. Prayer wigil and other
prayer and worship resources are found
at www. eloa. u-rg'."peucerml:wul'l'ﬁ.-'pray."
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BETHLEHEM AND ITS ADJOINING COMMUNITIES

visit www.elca.org/peacenotwalls
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Call gr write the president and your congres-
sional representatives,

To contact the White House

- W whilehouse, o/ contact/
To coNLSCT your Senators
- Wi gnabe. govi contaeting indesx. ¢ fm
To coNLact your representalives
- wanwe howrse, govi writerep)

« sk that they call upon the State of Brael and
the Falestinian Authority to take the steps
necessary for peacemaking, including an end
to violence from all sides, an end to settle-
ment expansion, and removal of the portions
of the separation barrier on Palestinian land.

¢ Express wour concern about the impact of the
barrier and checkpoints on Palestinian com:-
munities and churches, as well as on access to
schools, work, and wital health care.

» Express your hopes for a two-state final agree-
ment that will ensure a secure lsrael and a viable,
contiguous Palestinian state.

Sign up for Middle East Hetwork (MENET) at
www. elca. org/ peacenabwalls—to receive
messages about current efforts for peace in
Israel and Palestine. Also check out e-Advo-

cacy at www el org/ achvococy
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