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Introduction to Peace Not Walls

One Youth Session

Modify the adult session for middle school and high school youth. Use these resources for a youth retreat, lock-in or summer program. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.




Step 1 - Start at the Peace Not Walls home page and work through the first two questions in the FAQs: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/What-We-Do/FAQs.aspx
1. Why is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict important?

2. Why is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) involved?
Go to FAQ section B and discuss question 1. How do the Bible and Lutheran theology relate to the ELCA Middle East peace campaign?

Step 2 - Meet the young Lutherans of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). Watch the video clip highlighting the visit of youth from Ramallah to the ELCA - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Our-Companions/Folk-Dance-Tour.aspx, and click on the video clip link. 
Step 3 - View the “Accompaniment” section of the new video, “Peace Not Walls: Making a Difference in the Holy Land – http://www.elca.org/peacenotwalls/educate/2008video.html
You might also view the 16-minute video, “Through their Eyes,” listed on the Peace Not Walls Resources(Videos page - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Videos.aspx (or http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-5033210488592142482&q=ELCA+through+my+eyes&total=8&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0 or in ELCA resource centers).   In this program, two young adults, one from the USA, one from Palestine, meet and share their experiences.
Explore the youth pages of the ELCJHL to see what young people in Palestine are up to http://www.elcjhl.org/cong/youth/
Step 4 - Move on to talk about ways we can be involved in helping to advance peace with justice in the Holy Land. (Adult Session Step 3.)

Close with prayer. See Prayer on the Resources(Worship page for examples - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Worship/Prayer.aspx
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