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Introduction to Peace Not Walls

One Session for Young Adults/Campus Ministry
In one 50-minute session you can introduce the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign and the Lutheran people of the Holy Land.  Be sure to take advantage of our numerous resources online (Resources(Handouts), or order them from peacenotwallsinfo@elca.org.   
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Modify the adult session for young adults and campus ministry. Use this outline with young adults and college students in a small group setting (or at a synod assembly). 

Step 1 - Start at the Peace Not Walls home page and focus on the first three questions in the FAQs at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/What-We-Do/FAQs.aspx
 Why is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict important?

 Why is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) involved?

 What changes are Lutherans and the ELCA advocating?
Skip to the FAQ section C (Partners and collaboration) and discuss 
Why should ELCA members be supportive of both Israel and the Palestinians?
What is Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP)? What is the relationship between the ELCA and CMEP?

Step 2 - View the first three sections of the video, “Peace Not Walls: Making a Difference in the Holy Land,” (the Introduction, The Separation Barrier and The Settlements) http://www.elca.org/peacenotwalls/educate/2008video.html or the entire 28-minute program if you have time.

Now go to the Resources(Maps page = http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Maps.aspx - for a wide range of resources on the separation barrier and why the ELCA opposes its construction and route. 
Order copies of the full-color information flyer, “Many Walls Stand in the Way of Peace,” from peacenotwallsinfo@elca.org.  Or, if you can, print the flyers for yourself at the Resources page - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources.aspx
Use the power point presentation “The Holy Land: Recent History and the Quest for Peace” which has a script and a user’s guide at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Presentations.aspx to bring participants more details about the geopolitical history of the region and introduce them to the Palestinian Lutherans. From the user guide print the handout “20th/21st Century Holy Land History” for everyone.
Step 3. Move on to talk about ways we can be involved in helping to advance peace with justice in the Holy Land. (Adult Session Step 3.)

Close with prayer. See Prayer on the Resources(Worship page for examples - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Worship/Prayer.aspx
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