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Introduction to Peace Not Walls

One Adult Session

In one 50-minute session you can introduce the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign and the Lutheran people of the Holy Land.  Be sure to take advantage of our numerous resources online (Resources(Handouts), or order them from peacenotwallsinfo@elca.org.   
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.




Step 1 - Start at the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls home page - http://www.elca.org/peacenotwalls
You’ll find an introduction to Peace Not Walls, the campaign of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to learn, pray and act for peace with justice in the Holy Land.  
Step 2.  Frequently-Asked Questions

A good starting point is the Peace Not Walls FAQs at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/What-We-Do/FAQs.aspx, where you can view the document, or print copies of the PDF for all participants.
You can use the Peace Not Walls FAQ to addresses this first set of questions with your group (section A):
1. Why is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict important?

2. Why is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) involved?

3. What changes are Lutherans and the ELCA advocating?

4. What is the ELCA's position on peace in the Middle East? How does it justify its position?

5. What does the ELCA say about violence and terrorism?

6. Can we make a difference? Three-part response 
The FAQ web page continues with questions about the Bible and theology, global accompaniment, and ecumenical partners. This resource provides so many links that you won’t have time to pursue them all, but invite participants to follow up on their own. 

Work through all FAQ sections:
B. Biblical and theological dimensions

C. Partners and collaboration

D. The ELCA’s distinctive role in Middle East peacemaking.
If you can plan a longer session, use the new 30-minute ELCA video, “Peace Not Walls: Making a Difference in the Holy Land” at http://www.elca.org/peacenotwalls/educate/2008video.html 

with the downloadable discussion guide.
Step 3 – Our companion, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land

Follow up with a more thorough introduction of the Lutherans of our companion church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL), at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Our-Companions.aspx
From there you can click on the link to the home page of the ELCJHL - http://www.elcjhl.org/ - and to links outlining the church’s ministry of education - http://www.elcjhl.org/ed/emmission.asp, women’s programs - http://www.elcjhl.org/cong/women/ and youth ministry - http://www.elcjhl.org/cong/youth/.

There is more about the ELCJHL in the Global Mission Companion Profiles at http://www.elca.org/middleeast, and click on the Palestine/Israel link at the bottom.  
The ELCJHL is the only Arabic-speaking Lutheran denomination in the world and the only indigenous Lutheran church in the Middle East. It has a special calling to work for reconciliation among those who have been victimized by war, to concentrate actively on peace education, and to initiate dialogue among Christians, Muslims and Jews for truth and reconciliation.
The ELCJHL currently has 2,000 members in six congregations: five in Palestine (Jerusalem, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour) and one in Amman, Jordan. Membership has declined due to emigration caused by the occupation, the difficult economic situation and unstable political climate.

To find stories of the struggle of Lutherans in the Holy Land, click on Life in Palestine at the ELCJHL home page, and choose On the Ground Reports - http://www.elcjhl.org/palestine/conditions/ - or one of the other options there. 

Step 4 – Ideas to be involved in promoting peace with justice in the Holy Land

Prayer – Resources for prayer and organizing a prayer vigil are at the Peace Not Walls web site. Go to Resources(Worship(Prayer or click directly to - http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Worship/Prayer.aspx

Giving – Support the education programs of the ELCJHL and a new housing project in Jerusalem through the ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Click directly to the link - https://www.elca.org/globalmission/support.  

Be an Advocate – Print out for participants the advocacy sheet from the Communion Ware kit – http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Worship.aspx and click on “Communion Ware.”   Also, go to What We Do(Advocacy to show them how to find and explore the web pages of ELCA advocacy on behalf of peace with justice in the Holy Land -http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/What-We-Do/Advocacy.aspx
Also helpful is the reproducible flyer about the separation barrier and other advocacy issues outlined at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Background.aspx or on our handouts page at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Handouts.aspx
Close with prayer. Click the link http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls/Resources/Worship/Prayer.aspx for ideas. 
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