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UN STRUCTURE

The Charter of the United Nations was signed 26 June 1945, at the conclusion of the Conference on International
Organization held in San Francisco. The UN has six main bodies:

1. The General Assembly is made up of 192 member
states (countries), and is the major decision-making
body of the United Nations. The GA began its 65%
session in September 2010. Its president is elected for
a one-year term.

The GA considers and makes recommendations on the
general principles of development, peace and security,
except where a dispute is being discussed by the
Security Council. It initiates studies and makes
recommendations to promote political cooperation, the
development of international law, the realization of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and
international collaboration in the economic, social,
humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields.

2. The Security Council has the primary
responsibility to maintain international peace and
security, and has the authority to send United Nations
peace-keeping forces to help reduce tensions in
troubled areas, to keep opposing forces apart, and to
create conditions of calm. The Council may decide on
enforcement measures, economic sanctions (such as
trade embargoes) or collective military action.

The Council is made up of 15 member states, with five
permanent members (China, France, Russian
Federation, United Kingdom, and the United States)
and ten members elected for two-year terms by the
General Assembly. The presidency of the Council
rotates monthly.

3. The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is
the central forum for discussing economic and social
issues, and for formulating policy recommendations,
which are submitted to the General Assembly. It is
responsible for promoting higher standards of living,
full employment, and economic and social progress;
identifying solutions to economic, social and health

problems; facilitating cultural and educational
cooperation; and encouraging universal respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

ECOSOC considers these issues through a series of
Commissions, as well as considers the work of related
UN specialized agencies. The Council also receives
reports from UN funds and programs. ECOSOC
consults with academics, business sector
representatives and others constituting more than
3,000 registered non-governmental organizations. The
Lutheran World Federation has consultative status with
ECOSOC and the Lutheran Office for World Community
carries out that representation at UN Headquarters.

4. The Secretariat consists of an international staff
(more than 44,000) working in duty stations around
the world led by the Secretary General. The candidate
for Secretary General is recommended to the General
Assembly by the Security Council for a renewable five-
year term.

5. International Court of Justice. With 15 judges,
the Court has a dual role: to settle in accordance with
international law the legal disputes submitted to it by
countries, and to give advisory opinions on questions
referred to it by authorized international organs and
agencies in The Hague, Netherlands. The number of
decisions made by the ICJ has been relatively small,
but there is an an increased willingness to use the
Court since the 1980s, especially among developing
countries. The US withdrew from compulsory
jurisdiction in 1986, meaning it accepts the court's
jurisdiction only on a case-to-case basis.

6. Trusteeship Council. Initially established to
transition countries out of colonial rule, this body
suspended operations in 1994 and is to be phased out
under the recently initiated reform process.



LEADER PROFILES

General Assembly President

H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss is the current President of the General Assembly.
The president plays a significant role in setting the agenda of the General
Assembly, as well as forming consensus between member states on
contentious issues. Joseph Deiss was elected on 11 June 2010. He
succeeds Dr. Ali Abdussalam Treki, who served as the president of the
64" General Assembly. Deiss, born in Fribourg, Switzerland, in 1946,
served for six years on the Federal Council of Switzerland, a post he held
from 1999 until 2006. During this time, he served as the Foreign Minister
(1999 until 2002), held the position for Economics Minister (2003 until
2006), and was President of the Swiss Confederation in 2004. He has a
special focus on world trade, establishing the G-10, a coalition of ten
countries whose main import is agriculture. He also has an interest in
Sustainable Development, chairing the UN Economic Commission for
Europe. Mr. Deiss has previously served as a member in the Swiss
Parliament (1991-1999), which included such tasks as reviewing the
Swiss Federal Constitution and serving as Vice President of the
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee (1995-1997). He is the honorary
recipient of Japan’s Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun (2008)
and France’s Officier de I'Ordre national de la Legion d’honneur (2007).

United Nations Secretary-General

Ban Ki-moon took office as 8" Secretary General on January 1, 2007.
Formerly a foreign minister of Korea, he was recommended for the post
by the Security Council to the General Assembly, which elected him by
verbal acclamation. South Korea’s prominence on the world stage has
increased dramatically since joining the United Nations in 1991.

Born June 13, 1944, Mr. Ban attended Korea’s most prestigious institute
of higher learning, Seoul National University, where he received a degree
in international relations in 1970. He earned a master's degree in public
administration from Harvard University in 1985. Mr. Ban’s first overseas
posting was in India, and he also served in Austria, the United Nations
and the US along with other positions in Seoul before becoming foreign
minister in January 2004.

According to the Charter of the United Nations the Secretary General is the “chief administrative officer” but he can
also be entrusted with other functions by the various organs of the UN. Also, the Secretary General brings “to the
attention of the Security Council any matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance of international peace
and security"

Ban Ki-moon’s goal is to “achieve a stronger United Nations for a better world”. As his priorities he hames “peace and
Security”, especially in the Middle East and in Africa, “"Non-proliferation and disarmament”, “Development”, “Climate
Change”, "Human Rights” and “Un Reform”.

Former Secretary-Generals:

(1) Trygve Lie (Norway), 1946-1952 (2) Dag Hammarskjold (Sweden), 1953-1961
(3) U Thant (Burma), 1961-1971 (4) Kurt Waldheim (Austria), 1972-1981
(5) Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (Peru) 1982-1991 (6) Boutros Boutros-Ghali (Egypt), 1992-1996

(7) Kofi Annan (Ghana), 1997-2006



SNAPSHOT: WORK OF THE UN

The Human Rights Council was formed in March 2006 by vote of the General Assembly to replace the mainly
discredited Human Rights Commission. The Human Rights Council will meet six times per year, and as needed when
emergencies arise. The former Human Rights Commission only met once a year. Members of the Council will also be
subject to @a new universal periodic review mechanism during their term of membership. The Council is comprised of
47 members, which must show substantial commitments to human rights. The Lutheran World Federation monitors
human rights from their headquarters in Geneva, and periodically submits reports and makes oral statements on

specific country situations.

The United Nations Department for Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has 15 current peacekeeping operations.
These missions are staffed by more than 84,000 military/ civilian police and UN volunteers from 115 countries:

Year Name of Current Mission Year Name of Current Mission
Launched Launched
1948 UNTSO* 2004 UNOCI
UN Truce Supervision Organization (Jerusalem) UN Operation in Céte d’Ivoire
1949 UNMOGIP* 2004 MINUSTAH*
UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti
1964 UNFICYP 2005 UNMIS*
UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus UN Mission in the Sudan
1974 UNDOF 2006 UNMIT
UN Disengagement Observer Force (Syria) UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste
1978 UNIFIL 2007 UNAMID
UN Interim Force in Lebanon African Union/United Nations Hybrid operation in
1991 MINURSO Darfur
UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 2010 UNAMA
1999 UNMIK* UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo 2010 MONUSCO
2003 UNMIL* UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the
UN Mission in Liberia Democratic Republic of the Congo*

*Denotes presence of LWF member church or field
program.

DPKO efforts assist in planning, preparing, managing, and directing UN peacekeeping operations. Other
responsibilities for DPKO are assisting in political processes, reforming judicial systems, training law enforcement,
disarming and reintegrating former combatants, and supporting refugees. The current annual budget for United
Nations peacekeeping is approximately $7.83 billion. UNAMA, the United Nation’s Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, is
an integrated mission centered on development of political affairs and humanitarian issues. With 1600 civilian staff
(with 80% Afghan natives) and 18 regional offices, this is but one of the more complex peacekeeping operations.

The Peacebuilding Commission, a subsidiary body of the General Assembly and Security Council, is new to the
work of the United Nations. Implemented as part of recent reforms, the commission is aimed at further stabilizing
countries after war has ended. Burundi and Sierra Leone and recently Guinea-Bissau are the first countries to be

taken up by the specially tailored committees. See www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), adopted by all Member States in 2000, are
a set of clearly-defined, measurable objectives to eradicate poverty, hunger, and
environmental degradation by 2015. At the request of Kofi Annan, economist Jeffrey Sachs
drafted the plan to implement the goals called the “Millennium Project”. International
organizations, governments, and private sector groups have coordinated their anti-poverty
efforts around the MDGs. Civil Society is involved in advocating for the goals through the
Millennium Campaign and the Global Call to Action against Poverty. The ONE
Campaign is the United States branch of this movement. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) inaugurated its ONE Lutheran campaign in 2005. Other Lutheran Church
bodies are part of Global Call to Action against Poverty. For example, the Lutheran Bishop
Dr Zephania Kameeta of Namibia has been appointed as one of his country’s ambassadors
for the Global Call to Action against Poverty.

THE CAMPAIGN TO MAKE
POVERTY HISTORY

www.elca.org/advocacy/one www.whiteband.org




NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGO)

NGOs have made vital contributions to the UN since its establishment in 1945. Currently, there are more than 3,000
NGOs associated with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). NGOs with ECOSOC accreditation can make
oral statements at the UN, as well as submit written reports. NGOs are given their UN status after an application and
review process from a committee of governments. NGOs can also affiliate themselves with the UN Department of
Public Information (DPI).

NGOs with DPI-status commit to sharing information about the UN to their members, but cannot make official
statements at the UN. Many NGOs, especially from developing countries, do not have affiliation with the UN because it
requires a lengthy application process.

This does not prevent the UN from working with NGOs at the local level through UN country offices, and on occasion
inviting these NGOs to participate in UN meetings where their expertise is needed.

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is officially recognized as a NGO by ECOSOC. Since 1973, the Lutheran
Office for World Community (LOWC) is monitoring the work of the UN on behalf of the LWF and the ELCA. The
office has participated in a variety of historic issues. The independence of Namibia was a major policy goal at a time
when few others advocated for the people in that land. LOWC assisted the LWF in 1989 and into the 1990s as it
helped mediate the differences between the warring parties in Guatemala. In 1993, the LOWC participated in the
World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna, Austria. It has worked for human rights on behalf of people in
Ethiopia, El Salvador, Liberia, South Africa, the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Dennis W. Frado is Director of LOWC
since 1991.

OTHER UN ENTITIES, PROGRAMS AND FUNDS

The various programs of the UN provide vital work in countries around the world. These are of particular note:

UNDP, the United Nations Development Program is a clearing house for funds with offices in individual nations doing
local development related to human rights, justice, anti-corruption, and good governance. UNIFEM (United Nations
Development Fund for Women) and UNV (United Nations Volunteers) fall under UNDP.

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international development agency that promotes the right of every
woman, man, and child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population
data for policies and programs to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe,
every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect.

UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, brings together the efforts and resources of ten UN system
organizations to the global AIDS response. It has an advisory capacity to the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

UNHCR, Office for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, is mandated to lead and coordinate
international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard
the rights and well-being of refugees by ensuring the right to asylum and safe refuge in another state, with the option
to return home voluntarily, integrate locally, or to resettle. The Lutheran World Federation and the Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services have both worked with and on behalf of UNHCR.

UNICEF, United Nations Children’s Fund, works for the rights of the Child with the following priorities: girl’s
education, immunizations, child protection, HIV/AIDS, and early childhood health and education.

UN Women is the newest organization under the United Nations and was the consolidation of four distinct entities.
UN Women works for gender equality and the empowerment of women by supporting inter-governmental bodies at
the UN and member states and by holding the UN system accountable to its own commitments.

WEB RESOURCES

Official United Nations Site: www.un.org

Lutheran advocacy: www.elca.org/advocacy ¢ www.lutheranworld.org ¢ www.humanrightschurch.org

Millennium Development Goals: www.unmillenniumproject.org ¢ www.millenniumcampaign.org

International Youth Resources: www.takingitglobal.org ¢ www.un.org/youth



