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Climate Change
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

“Our tradition offers many glimpses of hope triumphant over despair. In ancient Israel, as

Jerusalem was under siege and people were on the verge of exile, Jeremiah purchased a plot of land (Jeremiah 32). When Martin Luther was asked what he would do if the world were to end tomorrow, he reportedly answered, ‘I would plant an apple tree today.’ When we face today’s crisis, we do not despair. We act.”  
Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice" (1993)

Learn More

Why should people of faith be concerned about climate change? The National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Programs offer resources for individual and group study, and for worship (http://www.nccecojustice.org/globalwarmingresources.htm#sermons).
The ELCA social statement “Caring for Creation” states our concerns about climate change and its potential impacts on God’s creation and calls us to act. The social statement and a study guide for congregations are available on the ELCA Web Site (www.elca.org/advocacy).
Learn more about the science of climate change, how, where and why it’s happening, and what we must do to stop it. Visit the Union of Concerned Scientists (www.ucsusa.org) and the Pew Center on Climate Change (www.pewclimate.org) Web sites for more information.

Advocate for Change

In order for the United States to take a leading role in addressing climate change, Congress must pass legislation that puts mandatory caps on U.S. emissions, supports research and development of sustainable renewable energy technology, and provides assistance to those living in poverty around the world. You can raise your voice on this and other critical issues by joining the ELCA e-Advocacy Network (www.elca.org/advocacy) to learn about the latest legislative developments on climate change and be informed of timely opportunities to urge your members of Congress to support helpful legislation on this and other issues.

Reduce your carbon footprint
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You can take action, in your home, church and community, to reduce global warming emissions and help fight climate change!  Find out the contribution that you, your household, or your congregation are making to climate change by calculating your carbon footprint. Calculators can help you find out the impact of your home or congregation’s energy use, your annual family vacation, your church retreat, or even your wedding! Go to http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ind_calculator.html 
to find out the impact of your household’s energy use.
Change from conventional bulbs to compact fluorescent lights (CFLs). If every household in the United States replaced just five conventional light bulbs with compact florescent lights, it would keep more than one trillion pounds of greenhouse gases out of our air—equal to the emissions of more than 21 coal-burning power plants!  Learn other ways to save energy from the U.S. Department of Energy (www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/).

Reduce your energy use by making more energy efficient choices when you replace appliances and heating and cooling systems. Energy-efficient appliances, furnaces and air conditioners can cut your utility bills while keeping tons of carbon dioxide out of our atmosphere. Find out more from the Energy Star program (www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls). 

Consider forming a “Green Team” in your congregation to encourage individual and group actions to care for God’s creation.  The Web of Creation’s Green Congregation Program, at www.webofcreation.org, has resources to help. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has an excellent guide to help congregations reduce their energy use (http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=small_business.sb_congregations).

You can also connect with an Interfaith Power & Light (IPL) organization in your state

(www.theregenerationproject.org). IPL works with congregations to offer energy assessments and consultation on energy efficiency steps.
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Congregations can also help reduce global warming emissions when they make decisions about remodeling or adding on to church buildings by using environmentally-friendly and often money-saving techniques that also can reduce emissions of global warming gases. Find out more about from the National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program (www.nccecojustice.org) and the National Green Building Council (http://www.usgbc.org/).

State and federal tax credits and grants may be available to help homeowners and churches install energy-efficient building upgrades or to install solar panels or other renewable energy systems. Check with your local utility company to find out if they have programs to help to defray the costs of these projects. The Alliance to Save Energy has information about tax credits and other programs to help consumers with these costs (www.ase.org).  
In some communities you can choose to buy electricity from renewable sources like wind or thermal energy, which do not generate any emissions of global warming gases; check with your local utility company to see if buying renewable energy is an option for you or your congregation. To find out if green power is available in your state, check the Department of Energy’s clickable map (www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/buying/buying_power.shtml)

Support local farms through farmers’ markets and community-supported agriculture (CSAs) and reduce the energy footprint of your food! Most food travels long distances to reach our plates and those travels can require a significant consumption of fossil fuels. Find a farmers’ market or CSA in your community with the Local Harvest searchable database (www.localharvest.org).
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Help your neighbor
People living in poverty around the world are already dealing with drought, flooding, more severe storms and other climate change impacts!  ELCA World Hunger works with international partners including Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) to address root causes of hunger and poverty, including climate change through relief, development, education and advocacy.  Take part in this important work through support for the ELCA World Hunger Appeal (www.elca.org/hunger). 
