


Session 1:

Seeds And Soils 101

......0.........0.......0.............Q.Q....CQ..............‘..............O.....

The Parable

Experience the parable of the sower, the seed and the soil as presented in Luke's gospel (Luke 8:5-8). Role
play it, act it, do it, be it, read it, hear it.

Avoid looking atthe allegorical interpretation of the parable (verses 8b-15). For now, stick tothe parabie tself.

Where is the focus in this parable? Is itonthe sower, the seed or the soil? memmwombeen
toitdifferently if the emphasis had been on one of the other two principais? - -

Compare the parable.as recorded in Luke to-its counterparts in Mark 4:3-8 and Matthew 13:3-8. Again,
compare just the parable itself, not the interpretation which follows. Are there anyln‘pomm or obvious
differences between the three versions? List and discuss.

What do you feel is the mood of this parable? Is it basically hopeful 6rdespatring? Lacking or abounding
in confidence?

Inthe Palestine of Jesus' time, farmers sowed their seeds before plowing the fleld — exactly opposite from
the way a field is planted today. How does this additional piece of information add to or change your
understanding of the parable?

The Interpretation

Now look at the interpretation of the parable in Luke 8:8b-15 (Matthew 13:18-23; Mark 4:13-20).

Does the recorded interpretation of the parable alter in any way your first impressions.of the central focus of
the parable? If so, how? Ifthe biblicalinterpretation agrees with your original impressions, howlsthatdomon
strated?

The parable may be understood as a lesson in patient confidence. Although much seed is lost.or wasted,
a harvest will eventually come forth, and that harvest will be abundant. As such,; it Is a picture of the early
church struggling against persecution to survive. Does this seem to be a reasonable !merpretatlon’ Why
or why not?

In Luke's version of the parable, the yield is “all or nothing”; but in Matthew and Mark there are gradations
of yieid (100, 60, 30). Which of these two conclusions better serves your understanding of the meaning of
this parable? Why?

Isaiah §5:10-11: “Myword Is like the snow and the rain that come down from the sky to water the earth. They
make the crops grow and provide seed for planting and food to eat. So also wili the werd that | speak — it
will not fallto do what | plan for it; it will do everything | send it to do.” Discussthepuabhhmlaﬁonto
this passage from Isaiah.

The Application

The interpretation of the parable in Luke states basically that there are four different kinds of people who hear
the Word of-God, producing four different reactions to the Word. Where would you-place yourself in that
continuum of hearers?

Consider and discuss the following as an alternative interpretation of the pambloof{;\o sower, the seed and
the soil:

Each of us has within ourselves, over the course of our lifetime, alf four varieties of responsesto our hearing
of the Word of God. Our maturity, our life situation, our history, our attitude toward the future, all affect our
reaction to God’s Word. In other words, each of us is all four solis.

There is a tension in this parable. On the one hand, the seed will eventually yield a harvest. On the other
hand, only 25 percent of the sown seed yields (75 peroem is lost or wasted) How do you see this tension
evident in the church? In your life?
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Who has responsibility for sowing the seed —the church? Clergy? An outreach or evangelism committee?
You? God?

How is the seed sown?

A Working Prayer

Prhy that you may have a part in living out the confidence and patience in this parable. Talk with God about
your reluctance to help sow the seed, your tendency to be unproductive, unresponsive soil. Thank God for
the yield you can see. Consider the possibllity of organizing or strengthening outreach efforts on your
campus. .

Session 2:
Good Sam In A Jam
The Parable *

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000800000000000000000

Experience the parabie of the Good Samaritan as presented in Luke’s gospel (10:30-35). Role play it, act
it, do it, be it, read it, hear it.

Use a Bible atlas map to determine the distance from Jerusalem to Jericho, the terrain and the approximate
length of time it would take to walk the route. .

Put yourself in the shoes of each of the characters in the parable: the victim, the robbers, the priest, the
Levite, the Samaritan, the innkeeper. For each character discuss how you felt, why you did or did not act,
what you were thinking.

This parable is almost impossible to appreciate fully without understanding the background of the characters
involved. According to the laws in Leviticus and Numbers, priests were not aliowed to touch a corpse. To
do so would make them ritually unclean and would bar them from performing their required temple duties in
Jerusalem. The laws for the Levites were not quite as strict; they were required to observe laws of clean-
liness only while performing ritual activities.

_ Both the priest and the Levite might have been on their way from Jericho to Jerusaiem to perform their

religious duties in the temple and, therefore, the biblical laws actually barred them from rendering service to
a person whom they conceivably believed was dead. Jesus' audience, then, might not have seen anything
strange, merciless or unacceptable in the non-activity of the priest and the Levite.

As far as Jews of Jesus' day were concerned, there was no such thing as a “"good” Samaritan. To borrow
a phrase from fairly recent American history, the prevailing attitude was “better dead than Samaritan.”
Samaritans were centuries-long enemies of the Jews; they regarded one another with a hatred akin to the
most bitter racists or sexists of modem times. Note that in verse 37, the teacher of the law could not even
bring himsef to utter the word "Samaritan”; though the answer was obvious, he merely identified “the
neighbor” as “the one who showed mercy” or “the ane who was kind.”

How does this additional background information enrich.or enliven your understanding of the parable? Have
your attitudes toward the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan changed in any way?

The Interpretation

The parable of the Good Samaritan does not have an accompanying interpretaﬁon of Jesus; furthermore,
this parable is unique to Luke. There are no parallels in the other gospels. : ’

Look at the full context of the parable (verses 25-37). The question that precipitates the parable is “Who
Is my neighbor?” The question that concludes the parable, however, is different: “In your opinion,” asked
Jesus, “which one of these three acted like a neighbor...?” What significance do you find in the different
questions? Given that the ariginal questioner was a “teacher of the [Oid Testament, religious] law,” how do
you think he would have reacted to Jesus' rephrasing of his question?

The first part of the parable is sparsely told, but beginning with the Samaritan's involvement, details abound.
Why?
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Session 3:

Who is the most surprising character in the parable? The most predictable?

In your opinion, is the role of the innkeeper a major or minor one in the-tinfolding of the story? Why?

The Application

Retell the parable, using representatives from various 20th century adversarial groups to fill the characters.
Then discuss again Jesus' concluding question: “In youroplnion which of thesethme aotedm a neighbor
toward the man attacked by the mbbofs?" .

How do we rationalize or jusﬂfy our &nvolvement orlack of involvemem in responding to the needs of others?
Does the degree of need have anything to do with our response?

HaVe you ever “been” the priest or the Levite? The Samaritan? The victim? The innkeeper?

Inwhat other ways can the question posed by the teacher ofthe Law be forrnulatod? Does: restating the ques-
tion substantially change the possibilities for answering ? - EE

What are the “Good Samaritan” laws in your state? Do you think stith laws are needed? Justified? Heip-
ful or hindering?

" Why s it difficult to see some people as “neighbors"? What qels in theway? Howmlgm you overcome some

of the blocks to soelng others as neighbors?

Discuss opportunities in you‘r e wherayou might be called upon to *act like a neighbor” to someone else.
What kinds of commitments (in terms of time, money, emotional output) are you willing or able to make?

How Is the church a neighbor to those in need? In what ways does the church fail to act as a neighbor?

The Good Samaritan wasn't out looking for a victim to help. Discuss the difference between organized and
spontaneous assistance.

A Working Prayer

Confess to God those things that keep you from being a neighbor. whennppommtbs present themselves.
Paul wrote that "the good | want to do, | dori't; and the evil1 don't want, is what | do.”: Discuss with God this
struggle in your own life. Does your campus ministry have a sodalaeuunorgocm;umloa group? Covenant
with the other members of your study group to try to become more aware of and responsive to the needs of
others.

Win, Place or Show
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The Parable

Experience the parable of the Great Feast as presented in Luke's gospel (14:16-24). Role play it, act it, do
it, be it, read it, hear it.

Although this parable is also recordedin Matthew 22:2-10 (Matthew's version has an additional ending which
substantially changes the thrust of the parable as told in Luke), the focus in this study is on Luke’s
presemation of the parable.

What do you think of the excuses given by the originally-invited guests? Were they wsﬁﬂabte or flimsy?

By the nature of their excuses, we get the impression that the first invitees were wealthy, busy people. On
the other hand, “the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame” at the very least would have been (in Jesus’
time) peopie who were entirely dependent upon their families for their dally sustenance; at worst, they would
have been beggars in the streets. Whatdo you make of the stark contrast belween the first group of invitees
and the second?

The banquet's host seemed almost obsessed with filling every last seat-at the festival table. Why such
determination? Do you think the host was trying to “prove” something?
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The third group — those brought in from “the country roads and lanes” were people who lived outside of the
protection of the city walls. They were homeless outcasts, strangers andwanderers, people who had broken
or were ousted from their extended family ties. How does the introduction of this group heighten the drama
of the parable? . - R

Discuss the host's motives for inviting groups two and three. Were they honorable or vindictive motives?
The Interpretation '
Biblical scholars have interpreted the parable of the Great Feast from two points of view — Jesus’ and Luke's.

Jesus is the speaker of the parable. In the section immediately preceding this parable (verses 1-14), Jesus

is himself the dinner guest of hionor at the home of a prominent Pharisee. He takes note of how the other

guests scramble for the best seats in the house and comments twice on this situation — firstthrough another
_parable, and then In.a statement directed at his well-to-do host (and obviously within hearing of the other

guests). The conclusion of this scene is Jesus' telling of the parable of the Great Feast to underscore his

teaching (verses 710 14). The parable is at once a warning against complacency regarding one's supposed

status In the Kingdom of God, as well as a plea for compassion for “the poor, the crippled, the lame and the
‘blind", (verses 13.and 21) . ' ) =

Luke is the recorder of the parable. For this interpretation, Jesus’ audience has a crucial role. They were
_Pharisees — as always, symbols of the best and the worst in Jewish religiosity. With-support from Matthew's
version, which adds a king, a son and a guest without the proper festival garments, the parable becomes a
clear statement of the mission of the church in the first century following the ascension of Jesus. The first
Invited guests — God's chosen people, the Jews — have rejected the invitation. .As a consequence, the
invitation is extended to the gentiles and out to the entire world.

Discuss both of these interpretations. Do you find one to be more reasonable than the other? Is Matthew’s
version of the parable required support for the feasibility of the second interpretation? Why or why not?

Inthe first interpretation, who or what do the host, the banquet, and each grodp of guests represent? Who
or what do they represent in the second interpretation? . -

Discuss the anger of the host (verse 21). How does this anger square with a God whois merciful, forgiving
and loving?

The Application
-Which of the two interpretations of the parable is more applicable or useful today? Why?

Have you ever felt as thou'gh you were someone's second or third choice? If you're up to it, discuss those
times. -

Would your study group or campus ministry consider giving an all-expense-paid banquet for “street people”
or transients in your community? Why or why not?

What are your goals or ambitions for the next 20 years? |s there room in your plans for the poor, the op-
pressed, the disenfranchised? Where? Be as specific as possible, remembering that you're-considering an
unknown future.

Whatkinds of excuses (use “reasons” if that's more comfortable) do you find to stay away from“the banquet?”
How have those reasons changed over the past 10 years? ot e :

“By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the church which is ttié body of Christ. As we live
with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love and obedience to the will of God" (Lutheran Book of
Worship, “Holy Baptism,” p. 121). :

A Working Prayer

Ask God to guard you from becoming complacent; thank God that Jesus Christ is your Savior and your Lord.
Learn more about the “marginalized” people in your community or on your campus. They might be interna-
tional students, physically disabled people, racial minorities, the elderly. Discoverthese people; learn about
compassion for others. : ’



Session 4:

All Is Not Lost
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The Parables

Experience the parables of the lost sheep, lost coin and lost son as they are presented in Luke's gospel (15:4-
32). Role play them, act them, do them, be them, read them, hear them. Only the parable of the lost sheep
is found elsewhere in the gospels (Matthew 18:12-14), so stick with Luke for these parables.

To whom are these three parables addressed? Why?

Y
Jesus begins each of the first two parables with a question: “Suppose you lose a sheep or a coin— 1 or 10
percent of your possessions — what will you do?” How many possible ways could this twice-asked question
be answered? Is Jesus' answer to his own question the logically assumed-response?
In this case of the lost sheep, leaving one’s flock unprotected was to put the entire flock in jeopardy.
Economically speaking, was one sheep worth it? How does the action of the shepherd differ from the action
of the woman looking for her lost coin?

Whose fault is it that the sheep and the coin become lost? Does blame make any difference in the outcome
of these parables? '

In the parable of the lost son, how does choice play in the son’s eventual predicament?
How does the introduction of the older son (verses 25-32) make this parable different from the first two?

List and discuss all the similarities you can discover in these three parables; do the same for the
differences.

The Interpretation

Unlike the parable of the Great Feast, which has to do with “outsiders”, these three parables have to do with
“insiders”. The lost sheep was originally part of the larger fold; the lost coin was part of a set of 10 (possibly
amarriage dowry); the lost son was a member of a family. What attitudes or actions regarding “insiders” is
Jesus trying to teach in these parables?

Itis generally accepted that neither the sheep nor the coin were responsible for their “lostness”. The son,
however, willfully and deliberately left his father's home, apparently bent on having agoodtime. Yetthe retumn
of all three is equally accepted and celebrated with joyful partying. Why?

The older son in the third parable is often regarded as an obnoxious, self-centered person who couldn't see
past his own jealousy to share his father’s joy. Do you agree? Or do you think the older son is justified in
his reaction?

The major theme of these three parables is the joy over the return of that which was lost. The secondary
theme —upon which the joy is dependent — is the return or repentanceof the lostthing. Discuss this linking
of returning with repenting.

Atthe outset of these parables, Jesus was accused by his critics of ‘welcoming outcasts and even eating with
them". Jesus' response to the criticismwas the parables. The first two parables were innocent enough, but
the third was undoubtedly a real “zinger” to Jesus' detractors. Go through the parable of the lost son in detail,
noting each of the “points” Jesus “scored” against those who accused him of “conduct unbecoming a rabbi.”
The Application )

Do you remember ever being lost? Did someone come looking for you, or did you have to “turn yourself in”
in order to be found? What does it feel like to be lost?

Have you ever helped to look for someone who was lost? What was the outcome? How did you feel?

What kinds of words, actions or events cause people to stray from the community of Christ? How can they
be brought back to the church?
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‘What kind of words, actions or events cause people to be estracized from the community of Christ? How
is bringing these people back different from bringing back those who have strayed away?

- How do you feel about people who call themselves Christians but act in ways: that you believe are not
. decidedly Christian?

In your experience, what does it mean to “repent?” Discuss the role or place of Holy Communion in the
process of repentance. g

Spiritually speaking, have you ever been (or are you now) a “lost” son or daughter? What possibliities were
(are) there for coming home to the family of God?

Hayg you ever been like the elder son? Tmmmmmwmmmwaswm
‘dead.” What did the father mean? Whydoyouwpposemeomsonhadmmmmms
“resurrection,” or coming -alive again?

What does the response of the shepherd, the woman and the father teach us about God?
Retell the parable of the lost son, using women as the participants —a mother with two daughters. Change

the details of the parable as you think appropriate. Does this restructuring of the parable alter in any way your
understanding of the meaning of the parable? If so, how?

A Working Prayer | .

Talk with God about those times when you have spiritually strayed away and about those times when God
seemed to be hiding from you. Find out from your campus minister the names of students who were once
active in your campus ministry but no longer are. Is there anything you or yourswdygroup candotohelp .
these students to return to active involvement with the body of Christ?

Bench Press
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The Parable

Experience the parable of the widow and the judge as presented in Luke’s gospe! (18:2-5). Role play i, act
it, do it, be it, read it, hear it.

Just as a judge in the U.S. courtroom today occasionally has reason o instruct jurors to disregard
inappropriate or disallowable statements made by witnesses, so also you are asked to disregard for the time
being the opening (verse 1) and closing (verses 6-8) ramarks that surround this parable. Concentrate only
on thepmabte #tself (verses 2-5).

Who is-on center stage in this parable? Is it the wicked judge or the persistent widow? Defend yourchobe

Discuss the humor in this parable. In your opinion, does the humor support or undermine the impact of the
parable?

Inthe court system of Jesus’ time, the widow had no one else to turn to for satisfaction of her lawsuit, which
probably had to do with money owed to her. Furthermore, women had little legat status if they did not have
aman (husband, father, brother) to represent them. How do these facts add to the tension in the parable?

What did the judge mean when he said, "I don't fear God or respect man?”

The Interpretation

Let's take Jesus' interpretation of his parable first (verses 6-8). Jesus uses the wicked or unjust judge who
isthe central figure in the parable from Jesus' perspective, to convey ateaching about God. Itis acomparison
by contrast. How does this compare-and-contrast technique expand your understanding of the nature and
person of God?

In verse 1, Luke makes an editorial introduction to the parable which differs somewhat from Jesus' closing



remarks, and which shifts the focus of the parable from the judge to the widow. How does Luke understand
the meaning of this parable? How is this ditferent from Jesus® interpretation?

The two interpretations, Jesus' and Luke's, are reconcilable. If Jesus intends to convey the trustworthiness,
accessibility and mercy of God, Luke simply ascribes the means of reaching God to the practice of prayer.
What does the Mdow's persistence do for the idea of God's accessibility to human need?

The Application
What is prayer?

Have you ever felt like the widow, trying to “get through” to God? How important is itin prayer that the pray-
erbe convinoed thd his or her request is right and just'?

If God is more ready and willing to respond to human need than was the unjust judge, how crucial is
persistence in prayer?

Discuss Jesus' closing sentence: “But will the Son of Man find faith on earth when he comes?”
‘What does this parable tell us about how Jesus regarded God?
What sorts of things make it difficutt for people to put oon'plete faith and trust in God? What helps?

Luther said Christlans should be “linle Christs.” What can we learn about our dealings with others from this
parable?

How might the “personality sketch” of God in this parable influence a Christian's- response o Issues such as
nuclear war, world hunger, apartheid or poverty?

A Working Prayer

Discuss your doubts and faith fears with God. Pray about prayer. Consider organizing and sponsoring an
ecumenical forum on our community's response to people with AIDS, intemationat-ecological crises or mili-
tarism under the theme, “| am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods Qefore me" or “We should
tear, love and trust in God above all things.”
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Session 6:
Parable, Parable, Who’s Got A Parable?

®  instructions
. Write a parable. Share it with your study group.



