CHOOSING A J-TERM DIACONAL MINISTRY COURSE
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America prepares leaders for Word and Service in three different rosters as (1) associates in ministry (AiMs), (2) deaconesses (DC), and (3) diaconal ministers (DMs). Each year the Deaconess Community and ELCA Center for Diaconal Ministry Preparation offer two separate events for diaconal candidates. Recently, both have taken place in January but each on a different seminary campus. Although the programs include an intensive study of diaconal ministry, they have different objectives and requirements. Some students and those who advise them have expressed confusion about which program better meets the needs of the individual inquirer.  In an effort to clarify the differences for students and synod and seminary staff, we have prepared the following brief descriptions. Please feel free to contact either of us for more information. 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
Margaret Schmitt-Ajer, Diaconal Minister, at Margaret.schmitt-ajer@elca.org
Sister Sylvia Countess, Deaconess Community, at Sylvia.Countess@elca.org  
DIACONAL MINISTRY: DISCERNMENT, HISTORY, & FORMATION


DIACONAL MINISTRY FORMATION EVENT
A historical study of diakonia and an exploration of Lutheran


A variety of learning and community building experiences 
spirituality with opportunity for discernment of one’s call to ministry;
               with course work, field trips to diaconal ministry sites,  individual and communal spiritual formation; community social events

tutorials, worship, small group and individual reflection
Dates: January 11-20, 2011






Dates: January 3-15, 2011
Place: Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, SC


Place: Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg (PA) 
Leaders: Dr. Susan McArver, LTSS, & Dr. Dirk Lange, Luther Seminary;
Leaders: ELCA Seminary professors, guest lecturers,  

Deaconess Community representatives 
and ecumenical guests

Open to: Anyone interested; a formation requirement for DC candidates

Open to: Required for Approval as a DM candidate
Prerequisite: Application and acceptance by LTSS or a member of the 
Prerequisite: Positive Entrance decision from a synod candidacy

Association of Theological Schools
committee

Credit: 3 academic graduate semester credit hours
Credit: 3 academic graduate semester credit hours
Costs: Tuition, excluding books, paid by the Deaconess Community

Costs: Posted on the Gettysburg Seminary website
Housing: $325 on campus 






Housing: Posted on the Gettysburg Seminary website

Application information: Dr. Ginger Barfield at gbarfield@ltss.edu

Application information: Katie Dodds at kdodds@ltsg.edu 
Deadline to apply: December 30, 2010; 14 students preferred maximum

Deadline to apply: October 1, 2010

